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Communicating Learning  
2021 September Update 

Overview 
In Nanaimo Ladysmith Public Schools, we have been moving towards ‘communicating student learning with’ 

families on an ongoing basis, as opposed to ‘reporting to’ families.   We strive to provide timely and responsive 

communication throughout the year. 

To ensure quality and consistency, the following local guidelines and procedures have been developed for 

Grades K-7 and apply for the 2021-2022 school year. 

Reporting Timeline  

October 
18th - 21st 

 
Formative Assessment Conference  
1 Language Arts *, 1 Mathematics, Behaviours for Success 
 

November-  
 

December 

 
Ongoing Communication 
1 Language Arts *, 1 Mathematics, 1 Science, Social Studies, 3 Core Competencies 
 

February 11th 

 
Written Report 
Includes:  Learning at a Glance, Summary of Progress (Sliders), Written Descriptive 
Feedback, Record of Ongoing Communication 
 

March - May 
 
Ongoing Communication 
1 Language Arts *, 1 Mathematics, 1 Science, Social Studies, 3 Core Competencies  
 

June 29th  

 
Written Report 
Includes:  Learning at a Glance, Summary of Progress (Sliders), Written Descriptive 
Feedback, Record of Ongoing Communication 
 

 

* In French Immersion, Language Arts is in French and depending on the grade, also in English. Please refer to 
the table Minimum Number of Communications per Curricular Area to see the number of communications 
specific to each language.  
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Ongoing Communication of Student Learning (OCSL) 
• Communication from a teacher to a student’s family about their child’s learning 

• Is responsive throughout the year, at any stage of the learning process 

• Adheres to the criteria outlined below 

• Meets the Minimum Number of Communications per Curricular Area 
 

Criteria for Each Communication 

 
 

These ongoing communications of student learning may reference a single or multiple curricular area, as the 

curriculum is meant to be taught with an integrated approach. The remaining curricular areas are not included in 

the minimum requirements; however, in any curricular area, all concerns must be communicated to the 

student’s family in a timely manner, prior to a written report.  
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 Ongoing Communication of Student Learning (cont.) 
Minimum # of Communications per Curricular Area 

 English Language 
Arts Mathematics Science Social Studies 

Français langue 
seconde - 

immersion 

English K-7 3 3 2 2  

Immersion 
Française K-3 
6 LFI & 7 LFI  

 3 2 2 3 

Immersion 
Française 4-7 2 3 2 2 2 

 

Formative Assessment Conferences (October) 
These conferences are intended to strengthen relationships with families and support ongoing student learning.  

This is the first more formal opportunity to communicate with families, and function as an OCSL. Therefore, 

needs to include the four components of an OCSL:  authentic evidence, learning standards, teacher voice and 

student voice. 

During the conferences, classroom teachers need to provide formative information about their student’s 

progress over the last month or so at school. 

Goals of the Conference: 

• Share what the student has been learning and how they are doing in specific areas of reading, 
writing and math according to widely held expectations 

• Share the student‘s level of engagement  

• Share development of Behaviours of Success 

• Share resources that families can use to support learning at home 

• Share authentic assessments that inform the parent(s) of their child’s progress 

 

The following links may be helpful during preparation: Conference Template or Template Guide. 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/16coWaG6-AN3Ha--p0UsIg3eQABiF6bX6/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=116261900734489258932&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://nlpslearns.sd68.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/21-formative-conference-teacher-guide-pdf-image.jpg
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