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Setting the Context

The Ministry of Education redesigned  

curriculum and assessment to include  

more choice, flexibility and  

personalization. This curriculum was  

largely implemented in K-9 in 2016-17  

school year, in grade 10 in 2017/2018,  

and in grades 11/12 in2018/2019.

Teachers are continuing to align  

instructional practices with this vision.  

We have moved with purpose from a  

model of reporting to parents, to  

communicating student learning with  

parents on an ongoing basis. This  involves 

more fluid processes and  changes in how 

we assess, as well as  how we 

communicate student  learning to parents 

andstudents.

In July 2023, the Ministry of Education 

and Child Care will implementthe

updatedK-12 StudentReporting Policy.  At 

this time, the Framework can be viewed 

at: 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/ad

ministration/kindergarten-to-grade-12/k-

12_student_reporting_policy_framework-

interim_supporting_materials.pdf

MOVINGWITH  
PURPOSE

COMMUNICATING STUDENT LEARNING  
IN NANAIMO LADYSMITH PUBLIC  
SCHOOLS(NLPS)
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PRINCIPLES OF QUALITY  
STUDENTASSESSMENT

Åis fair, transparent, meaningfuland  
responsive to all learners

Åfocuses on all three components of  
the curriculum model ςknowing,  
doing,understanding

Åprovides ongoing descriptive feedback  
to students

Åis ongoing, timely, specific, and  
embedded in day-to-dayinstruction

Åprovidesvariedandmultiple
opportunitiesfor learnersto
demonstratetheir learning

Åinvolves students in their learning

Åpromotes development of student  
self-assessment and goal settingfor  
next steps in learning

Åallows for a collection of student work  
to be gathered over time to provide a  
full profile of the learner andlearning

Åcommunicates clearly to the learner  
and parents where the student is,  
what they are working towards and  
the ways that learning can be  
supported

Throughout the learning process,teachers  

and students intentionally gather  

evidence to inform teaching and learning.  

This process assists students in moving  

toward their learning targets andgoals.

Students are encouraged to reflect and  

self-assess.

Teachers and students will document  

evidence of learning over time using  

collections of student work and  

demonstrations to create a profile of  

strengths, areas of growth, and areas for  

further development. Students, teachers,  

and parents will use criteria and rubricsto  

determine the standards met and the  

level of competency attained. The  

ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ learning is made visible, and  

their successes are celebrated. In this  

process, new learning goals and targets  

are established as well as ways to support  

the ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎlearning.

Thefollowing principlesprovidea foundation for the developmentof classroomassessment,

evaluationand communicationof student learning. Theseprinciplesare intendedto provide

teacherswith guidancefor classroomassessmentthat alignswith the redesignedcurriculum.

Qualityassessment

BC Curriculum:https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/info
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STUDENT
REPORTING

In 2016, the Ministry of Education  

introduced the Interim Student  

Reporting Guidelines for Grades K-9,  

within the Student Reporting Policy  

(Revised) effective July 1, 2016. In  

NLPS, Communicating Student  

Learning Guidelines were introduced  

and partially implemented in 2016-

2017. In the 2017-2018 school year,  all 

schools in NLPS were expected to  

align their reporting practice with  

these refined guidelines. In June 2018,  

the Ministry extended the Interim  

reporting order to a pilot of proposed  

changes occurring throughout the  

province. In NLPS, we have been  

participating in the Ministry Reporting 

Pilot.

Reporting PolicyFramework(July 2023 
Implementation)

In June 2022, the Ministry of Education  

and Child Care (ECC) released the K-12  

Reporting Policy Framework after an  

extensive community feedback  

process. This framework highlights key  

components that will be included in  

the final policy to be implemented  

province wide in July2023.

For your reference, this guidewill  

support teachers, administrators and  

school and district level staff in  

preparing for implementing the  

updated K-12 Student ReportingPolicy.

Please refer to the following-

./Ωǎ NewCurriculum:

https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/

Core Competencies:  

https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/competencies

Provincial Assessments:  

https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/provincial/as

sessment

K-12 Student Reporting PolicyFramework:

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/  

education-training/k-12/administration/  

legislation-policy/public-schools/student-

reporting-framework
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GLOSSARY

Adaptations: teaching andassessment

strategies specially designedto

ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ needs so they can  

meet the learning standards in an area of  

learning and demonstrate proficiency in its  

concepts.

Annual Instructional Plan (AIP): Each AIP  

needs to include information for the  

current school year on the ELLǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎΥ

ÅLanguage assessment (see  

ά!ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ and LŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴέ  

section of this document) and  

determined languageproficiency

ÅLinguistic and/or literacy goals that can  

reasonably be met in the current  

schoolyear

ÅSupport plan for language  

development, including a schedule or  

plan showing nature of support (e.g.  

bi-weekly ELL specialist consultation  

with classroom teacher) and support  

strategies (e.g. explicit teaching of  

reading skills, adapting lesson  

materials).

Assessment: is the ongoing process of  

assessing learning to provide precise and  

timely information so that teachers can  

adjust instruction in response to individual  

studentneeds.

Information gathered throughassessment:

Åhelps teachers to determineǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ

strengths and areas for improvement

in achieving the curriculum  

expectations at a given point in each  

subject/course,

Åserves to guide teachers in adapting  

curriculum and instructional  

approaches to ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ needs and in  

assessing the overall effectiveness of  

programs and classroom practices,and

Åpromotes studentself-assessment.

Core Competencies: Core Competencies  

are a set of intellectual, personal, and  

social competencies that students develop  

to engage in deeper learning and to  

support lifelong learning through their  

schooling. The Core Competencies are  

embedded in each area of learning, and  

are activated through the learning  

experiences and activities. In BC, the Core  

Competencies are: Communication,  

Thinking, and Social and Personal  

Responsibility.
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ContinuedGlossary

Descriptive Feedback: Strength-based,  

written comments or documented  

conversations that describe individual  

student progress and identify specific goals  

to support further student growth. All  

written descriptive comments should  

reflect how ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ and  

behavior impacts their growth and  

performance in relation to the learning  

standards.

Student Goal Setting: The new K-12 

Student Reporting Policy Framework 

requires that student-generated goal 

setting content must be included in at least 

2 written Learning Updates and the 

Summary of Learning. However, in the 

interest of flexibility for students and their 

learning, the policy does not specify how 

student goal setting should be taught or 

documented. The form and process to 

support goal setting are to be outlined and 

determined by the district or school and 

integrated into local practice.

Inclusive Education Plan (IEP): a  

documented plan developed for a student  

with a complex learning profile that 

describes  individualized goals, adaptations,  

modifications, the services to be  provided, 

and includes measures for  tracking

achievement.

LearningStandards: A learningstandardis

an explicit statementof what studentsare

expectedto know,understand,and be able

to do in an areaof learning. In BC,learning

standardsarea combinationof:

ÅCurricular Competencies: explicit 

statements of  what students are 

expected to be able  to do in a given 

grade and area of  learning.

ÅContent: what students should know

in a given  area of learning at a 

particular grade  level. They define the 

core knowledge  (facts and concepts) 

essential to the  development of big 

ideas for that area  of learning in that 

grade. In previous  curricula, these 

expectations were  presented as 

learningoutcomes.

Modifications: instructional and  

assessment-related decisions made to  

accommodate a ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ educational  

needs, consisting of individualized learning  

goals and outcomes that are different from  

the learning outcomes of a course or area  

of learning. Modifications should be  

considered for those students whose  

special needs are such that they are unable  

to access the curriculum (i.e., students  

with limited awareness of their  

surroundings, students with fragile  

mental/physical health, students medically  

and cognitively/multiply challenged). Using  

modifications for students not identified as  

having special needs should be a rare  

practice.
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Glossary(continued)

Ongoing Communication of Student Learning (OCSL):  considered an informal άǊŜǇƻǊǘέto

parents.  A communication from a teacher to a parent whichwill:

Å Provide Descriptive Feedback that references the learningstandards

Å Include StudentVoice

** When and where possible, Ongoing Communications should include evidence of student learning.  

Recognizing that some curricular areas may not naturally allow evidential artifacts, written description  

embedded in the descriptive comments or the student self-assessment could outline the student work.

Provincial Proficiency Scale: is used in K-9 to support communication of student progress in  

all areas of learning and in grades 10-12 for formativeassessment.

Emerging Developing Proficient Extending

The student  
demonstrates aninitial  
understanding of the  

concepts and  
competencies relevant  

to the expected  
learning.

The student  
demonstrates apartial  
understanding of the  

concepts and  
competenciesrelevant  

to the expected  
learning.

Thestudent
demonstrates a  

complete  
understanding of the  

concepts and  
competenciesrelevant  

to the expected  
learning.

Thestudent
demonstrates a  
sophisticated  

understanding of the  
concepts and  

competenciesrelevant  
to the expected  

learning.

Reporting: Ministry guidelines require a minimum of five reports per coursedescribing

ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎΦ   This willinclude:

ÅA minimum of 4 Ongoing Communications of Student Learning (OCSLs)(in NLPS one 
of these is the mid-courseprogressreport card and 3 are ongoing communications 
of studentlearning).

ÅOne summary report card at the end of the course

Reporting Policy Framework:  The Student Reporting Policy Framework aligns with the 

redesigned curriculum, unifies existing policy options, and creates consistency across the 

ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΦ ¦ǇŘŀǘŜŘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜǎ ŀƭƛƎƴƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ .Φ/ΦΩǎ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ 

assessment system

(Reporting Policy Framework: June 2022)
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NLPS REPORTING POLICY AND  
PROCEDURES
Communicating Student Learning in NLPS: When, what andhow

ÅAt least four (4) times during thecourse

ÅResponsive to studentlearning

ÅOnce at the end of the year orsemester

ÅAt least one (1) written mid-term report card  

including progress in all areas of learning, using  

the provincial proficiency scale where  

appropriate, and written descriptive comments  

that address theǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎΥ

ÅStrengths

ÅAreas forimprovement
ÅNext steps (student engagement and  

behaviours for success)

ÅAt least two (2) informal communications of  

studentlearning

ÅAt least one (1) formal written communication  

(digital orpaper)

ÅAt least one of the above communications  

should specifically reference student reflection  

on Core Competencydevelopment

ÅSummarize progress in all areas of learningusing  

the provincial proficiencyscalefor grades 8/9 

courses and letter grade/percentage for grades 

10-12 courses. 

ÅInclude self-assessment of corecompetencies
ÅInclude feedback of student engagement 

and  behaviour

ÅMethods of informal communication are flexible  

and couldinclude:

Åstudent ledconferences

Åportfolios ande-portfolios

Åparent/teacherconference

Åwritten comments, journals (digitalor

paper)

Åexhibition of learning or showcaseof

learning
Åstudent work samples with descriptive  

feedback from theteacher

ÅWritten communication can be digital or onpaper

Ongoing Communication of Student learning:  
(Informalreporting)

Summative Report Card:  
(Formalreporting)

WHEN

WHAT

HOW

WHEN

WHAT

HOW

ÅCommunicate formally in the report card template  

in MyEdBC

Compliant with the Student Reporting 
Policy Pilot Directions and Guidelines 
(2019)
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SUGGESTEDREPORTING

Sept.-
Oct.

OCSL/
Conference:  

Parentand/or  
student led  
conference

Timeline for Yearlongcourses
(semestercoursesendthiscycleat the endof JanuaryandrepeatfromFebruaryto June)

Nov.-
Dec.

Feb.
Mar.-
Apr.

June

OCSL:
One or more  

communications  
that reflect the  
guidelines of  

Ongoing  
Communications

Progress  
Report:  

ProgressReport  
card that  
includes a  

summary of  
student  
progress

OCSL:
One or more  

communication  
that reflect the  
guidelines of  

Ongoing  
Communications

Summative Report:  
Summative Report  
card that includes a  
summary ofstudent  

progress and  
Student Self-

Assessment of the  
CoreCompetencies

Sept.-
Oct.

OCSL/
Conference:  

Parentand/or  
student led  
conference

Nov.-
Dec.

Feb.
Mar.-
Apr.

June

OCSL:
One or more  

communications  
that reflect the  
guidelines of  

Ongoing  
Communications

Progress  
Report:  

ProgressReport  
card that  
includes a  

summary of  
student  
progress

OCSL:
One or more  

communication  
that reflect the  
guidelines of  

Ongoing  
Communications

Summative Report:  
Summative Report  
card that includes a  
summary ofstudent  

progress and  
Student Self-

Assessment of the  
CoreCompetencies

ReportingRequirements
(semestercoursesendthiscycleat the endof JanuaryandrepeatfromFebruaryto June)

1 formal written OCSL + 2 informal OCSLs

Written Mid-Term ReportCard

What can informal  communication looklike?
Å student ledconferences
Å portfolios ande-portfolios
Å parent/teacherconference
Å written comments, journals (digital orpaper)
Å exhibition of learning or showcase oflearning
Å student work samples with descriptive feedback fromthe  

teacher.

What can written ongoing  
communication looklike?
Å Digital
Å MyEdBC
Å Freshgrade
Å Papertemplate
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ONGOING COMMUNICATION  
OF STUDENTLEARNING
In Nanaimo Ladysmith Public Schools, Ongoing  
Communications of Student Learning are timely and  
responsive throughout theyear.

Å student ledconferences

Å portfolios ande-portfolios

Å student ledconferences

Å portfolios ande-portfolios

Å parent/teacherconference

Å written comments, journals (digital or paper)

Å exhibition of learning or showcase of learning

Å student work samples with descriptive feedback from the teacher

Å communication from a teacher to a parent/guardian about student learning

Å observes the criteria

Å responsive throughout the year, at any stage of the learningprocess

Å occurs a minimum of 3 times per 4 creditcourse
INCLUDES

Å at least one written report, and the others canbe: AUTHENTIC  
EVIDENCEOF  
LEARNING

EXPLICITLY  
REFERENCES  

THELEARNING  
STANDARDS

INCLUDES  
STUDENT  

VOICE

INCLUDES  
DESCRIPTIVE  
FEEDBACK

4CRITERIA:
COMMUNICATING  

STUDENT  
LEARNING

Regardless of the formats used, the OCSL  
must adhere to NLPS criteria (seeabove). 

Provide Descriptive Feedback that Reflects  
the LearningStandards**
Descriptive feedback is strength-based and  
describes student progress by identifying  
specific goals to support further growth.
The primary purpose ofdescriptive
feedback is to help the studentunderstand:
Å what they are doingwell,
Å areas for growth in  

learning, engagementand  
behaviours for success

Include Student Voice**
Student voice allows the student to self-reflect and  
articulate what they are learning, why they are  
learning it and identify where they are in the  
learningprocess.

** When and where possible, Ongoing Communications  
should include evidence of student learning. Recognizing that  
some curricular areas may not naturally allow evidential  
artifacts, written description embedded in the descriptive  
comments or the student self-assessmentcould
outline the studentwork.

Each CommunicationWill:
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REPORTCARDS:
PROGRESS ANDSUMMATIVE
In Nanaimo Ladysmith Public Schools, report cards will be  
communicated to parents twice per curriculararea.

ÅLetter grades are not included on 8-9 report  

cards; however, if requested by  

parent/guardian, letter grades must be  

provided at the end of the school  

year/semester (Grades4-9).

ÅLetter grades will only be provided to  

parents after consideration of the District  

Parent Request for Letter Grades  

Application. Consult your principal for  

information.

ÅIn grades 10-12, letter grades and percentages  

will be on both the progress and the  

summative report cards

ÅGrades 10-12 report cards will also include  

written descriptivecomments.

ÅA level of competency that reflects the  

ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ progress to date, relevant to the  

expected learning, in relation to theLearning

Standards (curricular competencies and  

content) as defined in the BCCurriculum.

Grades10-12Grades8-9

The Written Reports must use the templates  
provided in MyEdBC, whichinclude:

The Written Reports must use the templates  
provided in MyEdBC, which include:

Åpercentages and letter grades relevant to the  

expected learning of curricular learning  

standards as defined in the BCCurriculum

Ådescriptive written comments that address:

Åwhat the student is able to do  

(strengths)

Åareas fordevelopment
Ånext steps (including student  

engagement and behaviours for  

success)

Summative ReportCards: Summative ReportCards:

ÅThesummativereport will includea final

proficiencyaswell asdescriptivewritten

comments.

ÅThe summative report will include a termand  

final mark as well as descriptive written  

comments.

Report cards for Grades 8-12 in NLPS are published digitally in MyEdBC student and parent accounts

COMMUNICATING STUDENT LEARNING 8-12 GUIDELINES |12


